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INVESTITURE OF THE 10
PRESIDENT OF MIRIAM COLLEGE

TH

The Miriam College community gathered in a historic celebration for the
Investiture of Maria Regina Lucia Manzano-Lizares, Ph.D. In her inaugural
address, she focused on bringing clarity, coherence, and constancy to
Miriam College Loyola Heights, Miriam College Nuvali, and Miriam
College Alviera, ensuring each campus grows with relevance and
purpose.

She emphasized that for the institution to remain sustainable, decisions
must be grounded in rigor and evidence. Calling on the strength of the
Miriam formation tradition, she invited the community to take an active
role in forging our future.

"I will need this community’s commitment, your shared effort to make
this happen, because our success will be a shared success." — Maria
Regina Lucia Manzano-Lizares, Ph.D.

Her vision reminds us that while leadership provides the direction, it is
our collective dedication that ensures our mission continues to flourish. 

From Miriam College (formerly Maryknoll): https://tinyurl.com/MCInvestiture

https://www.facebook.com/MiriamCollegeQC?__cft__[0]=AZYHp1dOim9EDEpw99qqQvOKWW6vZ-ispE8B0eOp4_12_CXqpfMBJ_oAwpoqeuUgM30eoTpZvmneX9YJbq1zgSh8nEhgzcY1wsjFabh8T6HCsaw1phNj-BHC09Uz29MFFYKL0cPuDw1yxeJ_MNaHAl1Zgu_juJb_s4gMhxkse3M2Aw&__tn__=-]K-R
https://www.facebook.com/MiriamCollegeNuvali?__cft__[0]=AZYHp1dOim9EDEpw99qqQvOKWW6vZ-ispE8B0eOp4_12_CXqpfMBJ_oAwpoqeuUgM30eoTpZvmneX9YJbq1zgSh8nEhgzcY1wsjFabh8T6HCsaw1phNj-BHC09Uz29MFFYKL0cPuDw1yxeJ_MNaHAl1Zgu_juJb_s4gMhxkse3M2Aw&__tn__=-]K-R
https://www.facebook.com/MiriamCollegeAlviera?__cft__[0]=AZYHp1dOim9EDEpw99qqQvOKWW6vZ-ispE8B0eOp4_12_CXqpfMBJ_oAwpoqeuUgM30eoTpZvmneX9YJbq1zgSh8nEhgzcY1wsjFabh8T6HCsaw1phNj-BHC09Uz29MFFYKL0cPuDw1yxeJ_MNaHAl1Zgu_juJb_s4gMhxkse3M2Aw&__tn__=-]K-R
https://www.facebook.com/MiriamCollegeAlviera?__cft__[0]=AZYHp1dOim9EDEpw99qqQvOKWW6vZ-ispE8B0eOp4_12_CXqpfMBJ_oAwpoqeuUgM30eoTpZvmneX9YJbq1zgSh8nEhgzcY1wsjFabh8T6HCsaw1phNj-BHC09Uz29MFFYKL0cPuDw1yxeJ_MNaHAl1Zgu_juJb_s4gMhxkse3M2Aw&__tn__=-]K-R
https://tinyurl.com/MCInvestiture
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WELCOME TO OUR DEAR
MARYKNOLL SISTERS!

With grateful hearts, we welcome you home as we celebrate 100 years of
faith, service, and love that continue to shape lives, communities, and
generations.

3
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LETTERS FROM THE SISTERS

A documentary film inspired
by the book "Maryknoll Sisters
in the Philippines" by Virginia
Fabella, MM, and Dorothy
Mulligan, MM.

A century of faith, service, and
love, shared through the
voices that lived the mission.

WATCH THE FILM:

https://youtu.be/WmC8ZNkzFsM

4

https://youtu.be/WmC8ZNkzFsM
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A LEGACY OF FAITH: THE TURNOVER
OF OUR LADY OF MARYKNOLL 

The Miriam College Alviera community is filled with gratitude as we celebrated the
Turnover Rites of the Our Lady of Maryknoll, a beautiful gift donated by Maryknoll
College Batch 1976 on February 21, 2026.

As the Miriam College Alviera community continue to grow in Porac, Pampanga,
this sacred image stands as a bridge between our cherished traditions and our
future. A constant reminder of her guiding divine light that never fades and an
expression of love embodying the selfless and commitment to the mission.

As the Miriam College Alviera community
continue to grow in Porac, Pampanga, this
sacred image stands as a bridge between
our cherished traditions and our future. A
constant reminder of her guiding divine
light that never fades and an expression of
love embodying the selfless and
commitment to the mission.

May the image of Our Lady of Mayknoll
bring inspiration and grace to every corner
of Miriam College Alviera. As the school
grows, we carry with us the faith that has
anchored our community for decades.
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May our hearts remain ever hopeful, our minds ever connected towards the greater
good, and our faith ever unshakable.

College Class of 1976 was the last batch to graduate under the Maryknoll Sisters. A truly
remarkable batch of graduates each one carrying the Maryknoll Spirit deep within their
hearts, letting it guide their daily lives lived with purpose. In their own little corners of the
world, they plant seeds of hope and love, quietly yet steadfastly making our world
brighter, gentler, and better for all.

From Miriam College Alviera: https://tinyurl.com/OurLadyofMaryknollTurnover

https://tinyurl.com/OurLadyofMaryknollTurnover
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For the third consecutive year, Miriam College transformed its
campus into a hub of collective action and solidarity. On March 3,
the community gathered at the Football Field to join the global
#OneBillionRising campaign, standing together to end violence
against women and girls (VAW/G).

This year’s theme, “Balancing the Scales: Levelling the Field,” reminds
us that true progress requires deep, systemic change and deliberate
steps toward justice and inclusivity.

WOMEN’S MONTH

Experience the spirit of equality across campuses, watch here!

From Miriam College (formerly Maryknoll): https://tinyurl.com/WAGIWomensMonth

https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/onebillionrising?__cft__[0]=AZbknl7y7jfWmIIoi8d73pZi7vwu-2MI_H7DGFwDflcAcdkCYXtjw2xNQVoS8iBWpm_7SDr9DQgOfkThe-RXwJ-I8C2MlbN5HzL2hSGcH9XYoXkFd7plCf-qi22TM7eilCg6gRkWuFWQh9X1RERbjhRgBLjylGF9owidlZRI_Ux8VA&__tn__=*NK-R
https://www.facebook.com/share/v/14ZiUTovQmM/
https://tinyurl.com/WAGIWomensMonth
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GLOBAL CAREER EXPO 2026
The opening program was hosted by Ms.
Angie Alcazar, International Student
Experience Coordinator of the GRPO (Global
Relations and Partnerships Office). The
keynote address was delivered by Hon. Myra
Paz Valderrosa-Abubakar, Department of
Tourism (DOT) Undersecretary. A proud
alumna of Maryknoll Class of 1986 (BA
Communication), she is a Maryknoll-Miriam
Triple A awardee, and served as the 2025
commencement speaker.

Hon. Abubakar focused her address on the
future of work and the evolving tourism
landscape, sharing insights that resonated
deeply with the student body. She noted that
while work was once defined by a rigid 9-to-
5 schedule, today’s generation is entering a
fast-paced world of remote work, startups,
side hustles, and innovative paths that are
redefining traditional career concepts.

Reflecting on her time at Maryknoll, she emphasized that the greatest advantage
that Miriam education provides is adaptability. She also shared her humble
beginnings prior to entering public service, offering a grounded perspective on
professional growth.



“The future you are imagining is not as straightforward as you think. It is elusive,
intangible, and fleeting,” she told the students. “...The future is fluid, but it is also
moldable,” she underscored that fluidity also meant movement, which makes room for
growth.

The undersecretary reassured students that a first job does not define a person’s entire
career; what matters most is constant forward momentum. She further remarked on the
evolution of tourism, which now encompasses economics, sustainability, cultural
preservation, and peace-building, among others. Because industries are now
interdisciplinary, the modern workforce has expanded into spaces that didn't exist
twenty years ago, she added.

“All you need to do is be adaptable, and this is where MC has equipped you well,” Hon.
Abubakar encouraged the students to thrive by focusing on lifelong skills, noting that a
career is rarely a straight ladder, but rather a journey full of surprises. Finally, she
reminded the audience that success is hollow without a sense of purpose.

“The future of work is you. You are the future of work.”

Organized by the Office for Student Affairs and Global Relations and Partnerships Office,
the 2-day expo is set to host pocket sessions.
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From Chi Rho Publications: https://tinyurl.com/GlobalCareerExpo2026

https://tinyurl.com/GlobalCareerExpo2026
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MC STUDENTS MEET ACCLAIMED WRITER AND
ALUMNA CECILIA MANGUERRA BRAINARD 

On February 19, 2026, students from the Higher Education Unit (HEU) attended
"On Writing, Diaspora, and Translation," a conversation featuring award-
winning author and Maryknoll College alumna (Class of 1968) Cecilia
Manguerra Brainard.

Hosted by Ateneo de Manila's Literary and Cultural Studies Program, the
conversation with Ms. Brainard formed part of the launch of a revised and
critical edition of “A Small Party in a Garden” by Linda Ty-Casper. 

Written By: Ruth Nacional, Editor-in-chief of Chi Rho Publications | Photos by Danna Engracia, Photographer

Eager to meet the literary icon, representatives from Chi Rho, the official
student publication of Miriam College, joined the event in person. Fourth-year
students from the Department of Communication also participated via Zoom
as a learning engagement for their Cross-Cultural Literature class.

During the talk, Ms. Brainard recounted the experiences that shaped her
journey as a writer and publisher. She spoke of being influenced by the diverse
stories from childhood, not only because she was an avid reader from the start,
but also as someone who grew up being exposed to folklore in Cebu.
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As the conversation shifted to Ms. Brainard’s remarkable political awareness as a
Filipino-American writer, she looked back on her involvement in local affairs,
specifically when she joined a protest in front of the Malacañang Palace as a
Maryknoll student. The country’s historical and political scene indeed shaped her
writing, as evident in her acclaimed novel “When the Rainbow Goddess Wept” set in
the Philippines during World War II.

Chi Rho writers maximized the opportunity and engaged with Ms. Brainard during the
open forum, continuing the conversation on diaspora and Philippine-American
literature.
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INSTITUTIONAL WAY OF THE CROSS

The Miriam College community gathered last March 30, 2026, in solemn reflection for
the Institutional Way of the Cross, sponsored by the Higher Education Unit (HEU), under
the overarching theme “STABAT: Standing for Justice and Peace in a World Full of
Crises.”

In Miriam spirituality, Stabat is one of the Four Ways of Miriam, signifying a steadfast
“YES”—a yes to being present with those who suffer, and a yes to becoming like Mary,
the Mother who remains with Christ’s friends in their moments of pain and need.
Thoughtfully directed by Ms. Lynda Garcia and Mr. Jethro Joaquin, with creative
direction led by Sir Jaerold Marc Ramos, the presentation was brought to life through
the collaboration of design students and members of TKM (Teatro ng Kolehiyo ng
Miriam). The activity featured powerful dramatizations, songs, and the communal
praying of the Rosary, creating a deeply engaging and prayerful experience. Through
these elements, participants were invited to journey with Christ in His passion and
suffering, reflecting on the realities of sacrifice, injustice, and hope that continue to
resonate in today’s world.

This was followed by a reflection session presided over by Fr. Karel S. San Juan, SJ,
President of Ateneo de Davao University and CEAP, centered on the theme “Called and
Formed to Be Prophetic.”
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In his reflection, he emphasized that as prophets,
we are called both to critique and to proclaim, to
announce and to denounce. He also highlighted
the importance of synodality—walking together
as a community in listening, discernment, and
shared mission—reminding everyone that the
prophetic call is not lived out alone, but in
communion with others. This call challenges us
not only to speak out against injustices, but also
to proclaim truth, offer hope, and actively
contribute to building a better world.

Fr. Karel invited the community into deeper reflection through guiding questions: If to
be prophetic is to critique and to proclaim, how have you been a prophet in your own
life? What realities in our country and in the world have disturbed you, and how have
you responded—have you spoken out, denounced, or shared these concerns? More
importantly, how have you proclaimed hope? What vision of a better world have you
announced, and how have you contributed to making it possible?

He further asked: How has God formed you into this prophet, and how does God
continue to form you today? In what ways is God preparing you to stand for justice
and peace, to work for the common good, and to be in solidarity with others? These
questions serve as a continuing invitation to recognize the graces we receive and to
respond courageously to the call to be prophets of hope.

The day concluded with a Holy Mass, also presided over by Fr. Karel, bringing together
the themes of reflection, calling, and community in a sacred moment of communion.
Altogether, the three events—the Way of the Cross, the reflection session, and the Holy
Mass—beautifully embodied Miriam College’s Lenten tradition of deep spiritual
engagement. They reflect the institution’s core values of faith, service, and social
responsibility, reminding the community that Lent is not only a time for personal
reflection, but also a call to transformative action rooted in justice, peace, and love.

From MC Maryknoll-Miriam, Identity, Spirituality, and Mission: https://tinyurl.com/InstitutionalWayoftheCross

https://tinyurl.com/InstitutionalWayoftheCross
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Celebrating 100 Years of MC 💙💛

The MC Alumni Engagement Office (AEO), in coordination with the Maryknoll/Miriam
College Alumni Association (MMCAA), brought together the MC Council of Class
Representatives (MC CORE) from more than 32 classes for a vibrant General Assembly.
Participants engaged in meaningful discussions on MC’s Centennial (MC 100) plans,
ongoing initiatives, and upcoming activities, sharing ideas and insights that will help
shape the year ahead.

We sincerely thank the class representatives for their enthusiasm, active participation,
and valuable contributions. Your collaboration strengthens the MC community as we
celebrate this historic milestone.

From Maryknoll/Miriam College Alumni Association: https://tinyurl.com/MCCoreGeneralAssembly

https://tinyurl.com/MCCoreGeneralAssembly
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KATHERINE CHLOE S. DE CASTRO
Written By: Ruth Nacional, Editor-in-chief of Chi Rho Publications

Hon. Katherine Chloe “Kat” Sinsuat De
Castro is a woman relentless in her
pursuit of truth. Her journey to becoming
the first female Director General of the
Philippine Information Agency (PIA) is a
testament to this.

After finishing high school in 1995, Kat
pursued a degree in Communication at
Miriam College (Batch 1999). She recalls
how tight-knit the community was,
making it inevitable to form friendships
across different programs—many of
which have endured through the years.

Kat also reflects on how the community nurtured their passions through
shared classes, including her former classmates Juris Fernandez and Nina
Girado of MYMP, who have since distinguished themselves in the music
industry.

Her years at Miriam College helped shape her into a person of integrity—one
who stands for truth above all. This is one of the core values she carried with
her as she embarked on her professional journey.

Kat followed in the footsteps of her parents and started as a news reporter for
ABS-CBN, with a focus on the terrorism beat. She recalls covering stories across
various parts of the Philippines and abroad, and her steadfast refusal to
compromise her reporting standards, which earned her the respect of her
peers.

ALUMNIin the Spotlightin the Spotlight
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Her advocacy for transparency found a steady
home in the field of development
communication. In 2024, Kat assumed the role
of Director-General of the PIA. Today, she
continues to play a crucial role in bringing
news and information closer to the Filipino
people: “We make sure that even the farmer,
the simplest folk, the simplest Filipino, even
those living in far-flung barrios, understand
what the government is doing for them in times
of crisis.”

For this reason, Kat believes that her servant-
leadership role at PIA—and being the first
woman to hold this position—is her most
fulfilling accomplishment. More than titles or
milestones, however, she takes greatest pride
in being able to pursue what she is most
passionate about.

Learning—especially a Miriam education—
never stops for Kat, as reflected in her
continuing commitment to excellence in public
service.

She has been enrolled in the Master of Integrated Marketing Communications
program at Miriam since the previous year.

Kat hopes that more graduates from Miriam College will consider careers in public
service. Her advice for Knollers who wish to lead as public servants is to stay true to
the community’s core values: “Please make sure na hindi ka magpapakain sa
sistema (that you will not be consumed by the system),” she emphasizes. “Whatever
Miriam College instilled in you when you were still a student, make sure you carry it
with you when you enter government service. And [...] if you are able to uphold
integrity, truth, and justice, then [...] you can bring about meaningful change in
government.”

For Kat, a Miriam graduate is resilient: “You can throw us in whatever industry, we will
survive and come out on top.”
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KUWENTONG MC
Miriam College has played a major
role in every aspect of my life.
Currently, I am a Psychology professor
at University of Mary Washington in
Virginia, USA. It is Miriam College that
has set the foundation for my teaching
career and my profession. Because of
what I have learned from MC, I am now
influencing the lives and the future of
my students. Most importantly, I met
my first love and the love of my life, Mr.
Tope Ferrer, in Miriam College, who is
also an alumni (Batch ‘96). Through
MC, I am the better half of my husband
as well as the mother of our two
beautiful daughters.

-May Anne Santos-Ferrer, Alumna

Ito ang tahanan ng puso ko bilang mag-
aaral, kaibigan, kapatid, katrabaho, at
guro. Hinubog ako ng MC sa kung sino
ako ngayon. Kahit nasa New Zealand na
ako, ang pusong Knoller ko ang gabay
sa lahat ng ginagawa. 💙💛

Blue and Gold Magpakailanman! 💙💛

-Anne Cacdac-Carlos, Alumna, MC
Employee
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KUWENTONG MC
When I was on the brink of becoming
hopeless because of not finding a
suitable job, it was Miriam College who
saved me. I will never forget the time
that I gave up teaching because I felt
exhausted during the online classes of
the pandemic, and as I tried to apply
for other kinds of work, the Lord
through the Blessed Virgin Mary has
led me back to the vocation of
teaching.

It was July 2021 when, right after
praying in front of the image of Mary in
my bedroom, a phone call led me to
apply at MC. My prayer to Mary for
work was immediately answered. After
a series of interviews and exams,

I passed and was able to get a teaching position. It was Miriam College that restored my
passion for teaching, which led me to pursue education units and pass the LET.

I felt the support of my colleagues, which I think I was deprived of before. I thank Mama
Mary and Jesus for this opportunity to work at Miriam College. MC is my answered prayer.
I am grateful because MC has strengthened my love for and commitment to my vocation
as a teacher.

— Ryan Aimmanuel Torotoro, Employee
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https://alumni.mc.edu.ph/user/signup.dz
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https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?
id=61560623744806
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https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=61560623744806
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=61560623744806
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MMCAACornerCorner
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Get to know your 2026 MMCAA Board of Directors!

Meet the women leading, serving, and strengthening our MC alumni
community. United by purpose, inspired by service, and guided by the
Maryknoll/Miriam College legacy. 💙💛
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2026 AMAZING ALUMNI ACHIEVERS:
CALL FOR NOMINATIONS

Help us recognize alumni who make a
difference. Nominate an Amazing
Alumni Achiever today.

The Maryknoll-Miriam College Alumni
Association is now accepting
nominations for the 2026 Amazing
Alumni Achiever Award (Triple A
Award). This recognition honors alumni
who embody the Maryknoll/Miriam
spirit in action through meaningful
contributions to their professions,
communities, and society.

📌 Nomination deadline: May 31, 2026
📣  Awardees announced: August 1,
2026
🏅 Recognition: September 5, 2026

If you know an alumna or alumnus
whose life reflects service, integrity,
and impact, we invite you to nominate
them.

📄 Download the nomination form and requirements:
https://bit.ly/3NFTJLL or
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/12brHr3gWYyUW13Nvi5X2tmSRzUKDDggc?
usp=sharing

📧 Submit nominations to: 3Anominations.mmcaa@gmail.com

Let us celebrate alumni who continue to live the Maryknoll/Miriam mission in action. 💙💛

https://bit.ly/3NFTJLL
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/12brHr3gWYyUW13Nvi5X2tmSRzUKDDggc?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/12brHr3gWYyUW13Nvi5X2tmSRzUKDDggc?usp=sharing
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CENTENNIAL NIGHT

Be part of a truly meaningful milestone as we celebrate 100
years of Maryknoll/Miriam education at the Centennial
Night on September 12, 2026 at the Fairmont Hotel, Makati.

Now is the moment to gather your class, secure your table,
and ensure your place at this once-in-a-lifetime evening.

Reserve your table today by clicking the link:
https://bit.ly/MCCentennial or by scanning the QR Code.

You may click on this link for FAQs on the Centennial Night
Block Selling : https://bit.ly/CentennialNightFAQs

Block selling runs from April 16 to June 30, 2026.

Come together in elegance and celebration as we honor
our shared legacy of Learning, Leading, and Lighting the
World. 💙💛

THE LEGACY WE CARRY: 100 YEARS FROM
MARYKNOLL TO MIRIAM

The Maryknoll/Miriam College Alumni Association is
proud to announce the release of The Legacy We Carry:
100 Years from Maryknoll to Miriam, a special coffee-
table book that celebrates our alma mater’s storied
century in the Philippines.

The book features contributions from Palanca Awardees
Carla Pacis and Leah Eriguel, along with many more
distinguished writers who have generously volunteered
their time and talent to tell the stories of alumni who
embody MC’s heart and values.

Available for pre-order at ₱5,000, the book will be
released on September 12, 2026—the Foundation Day of
Miriam College.

Reserve your copy now through this link:
https://forms.gle/MJRaWiX74ksUCWdW7

Click this for the video!

https://bit.ly/MCCentennial
https://bit.ly/CentennialNightFAQs
https://forms.gle/MJRaWiX74ksUCWdW7?fbclid=IwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAYnJpZBExa0JISTRvUU1OVm9CMUJiMnNydGMGYXBwX2lkEDIyMjAzOTE3ODgyMDA4OTIAAR6mZ5VgMp9faf3ZawcmVEJC_wmKZAxzUloiaqW6ZtVOZxX6RZiKkqh_SIHDUA_aem_oFLJJhLmhwpKdWI1X-4LKA
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1UQC6XS-y8aTIZqKF9a_apqwo_w7Wa8nc/view?usp=drive_link
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MC100 GOLF CUP KICKS OFF
CENTENNIAL CELEBRATIONS
The Maryknoll/Miriam College Alumni Association successfully launched its Centennial
year with the MC100 Golf Cup, on Saturday, March 7, 2026, held at the prestigious Isao
Aoki Course of Eagle Ridge Golf and Country Club in General Trias, Cavite.

Bringing together 100 players composed of alumni, family members, friends, and
sponsors, the tournament served as the opening gathering of the alumni community in
celebration of 100 years of Maryknoll education through Miriam College.

Set against the scenic fairways of the Aoki Course, the event unfolded under beautiful
weather, creating the perfect setting for a memorable day of golf and fellowship.

Beyond the competition on the greens, the tournament became a joyful reunion of
generations of Maryknoll and Miriam alumni who came together to celebrate shared
memories, enduring friendships, and a common legacy. Adding inspiration to the day
was the presence of MC Junior Golfers, represented by Akeisha Ando, Frances Bautista
and Sydney Eusebio, young athletes who have recently emerged as champions in
various tournaments.

Their participation highlighted the growing interest of the next generation in the sport
and symbolized the passing of the torch to future golfers and leaders.

The tournament concluded with the recognition of champions across the different
divisions, celebrating both excellent play and the spirit of sportsmanship that defined
the day. The following golfers emerged as champions in their respective divisions:

Juniors Division: Frances Bautista
Seniors Division: Ko Hyo Sug
Ladies Division: Carla Marie Lim
Men’s Division: Dexter Pelias

The successful staging of the MC100 Golf Cup sets the tone for a year of meaningful
gatherings and celebrations among the Maryknoll/Miriam College alumni community.
As the Centennial year unfolds, the alumni proudly honor 100 years of Maryknoll
education through Miriam College—learning, leading, and lighting the world.
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JUBILARIAN MEETINGS
Held last Feb 28, 2026 at the HSSIC. The ff
batches were represented:

Coll 1971, 1976, 1986, 1991, 1996, 2006
HS 1966, 1971, 1976, 1981, 1986, 1991, 1996, 2001,
2006

Pres. Gina Lizares gave a short welcome to the
jubilarians along with MMCAA President, Marge
Tirona-Ducusin.

Held online via zoom last March 28,2026. The ff batches were represented:
Coll 1971, 1976, 1986, 1991, 1996, 2006
HS 1966, 1971, 1976, 1981, 1986, 1991, 1996, 2001, 2006 and GS 2001

Pres. Gina Lizares attended the meeting and shared the activities lined up in celebration of
MC’s Centennial. Triple A Awards, MC100 Teacher Awards were discussed in full by the MMCAA
and AEO, respectively. The Donors Menu was also presented to jubilarians during the meeting. 

The next Jubilarians meeting will be on Saturday, April 25.
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 PLANTING TOMORROW: THE
MC GREEN LEGACY 

As part of Miriam College’s centennial celebration, we invite all
alumni to be part of a meaningful legacy – a reforestation program
that symbolizes MC’s commitment to truth, peace, justice and
integrity. Sponsor a hectare (or 2!) today!

28
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Mia Franco  (MCGS) with her Aunt

MCHS 2002

Georgina Gimenez-Sandler (GS 72, HS 76) and
Chona Firme Singson (GS 72, HS 76)



CONFIDENCE THROUGH STYLE: MITZI FAYE Q. BUSTOS (HS ‘94), A
DESIGNER, LED THE POCKET SESSION “DRESS YOU UP,” GUIDING

STUDENTS ON HOW TO PRESENT THEMSELVES WITH CONFIDENCE AND
PROFESSIONALISM THROUGH APPROPRIATE WORK-READY ATTIRE FOR

VARIOUS OCCASIONS.

ALUMNI AND FACULTY VOLUNTEER FOR THE GLOBAL CAREER FAIR 2026: MARYKNOLL/MIRIAM
COLLEGE ALUMNI STEP FORWARD TO SUPPORT THE NEXT GENERATION BY PARTNERING WITH THE

OFFICE OF STUDENT AFFAIRS AT MIRIAM COLLEGE IN A MOCK INTERVIEW SESSION FOR
GRADUATING STUDENTS. THROUGH REAL-WORLD INTERVIEW PRACTICE, THE ALUMNI HELP EQUIP

LEARNERS WITH THE CONFIDENCE AND SKILLS NEEDED FOR THEIR PROFESSIONAL JOURNEY.
ALUMNI VOLUNTEERS IN THE PHOTO ARE JOAM DE GUZMAN (COL 2004), CARMEL ARZADA (COL

2014), AND JOSELITO BUSTOS (COL ‘96/GP 2021).

BEGINNING A TERM OF SERVICE: NEWLY INSTALLED PRESIDENT, DR.
MARIA REGINA LUCIA M. LIZARES, FORMALLY BEGAN THE FIRST DAY OF

REPORTING ON JANUARY 5, 2026, SIGNALING THE START OF A
LEADERSHIP TERM COMMITTED TO EXCELLENCE, CONTINUITY, AND

FORWARD-LOOKING INITIATIVES.

2026 Q1
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 Snapshots Snapshots

MARYKNOLL COLLEGE 1986 REPRESENTED: THE KEYNOTE ADDRESS IN THE
OPENING OF THE GLOBAL CAREER FAIR 2026 WAS DELIVERED BY HON. MYRA

PAZ VALDERROSA-ABUBAKAR, DEPARTMENT OF TOURISM (DOT)
UNDERSECRETARY, A PROUD ALUMNA OF MARYKNOLL CLASS OF 1986. USEC.

MYRA PAZ IS SHOWN HERE WITH HER CLASSMATES - RUBY JUBILARIANS, IN THIS
YEAR’S GRAND ALUMNI HOMECOMING.

35

ALUMNA EXHIBITS WORKS AT DETOUR: ARTIST ALLEY (DETOUR) EXHIBIT RECENTLY FEATURED THREE
WORKS BY CAROL REYES-NAVARRO (COL 2015) — SPENCER (2020), AMONG THE WILDFLOWERS

(2021), AND KITRI (2022). THE EXHIBIT (FEBRUARY 20-28, 2026) IS PART OF U.P. TOWN CENTER’S
INITIATIVE TO TRANSFORM INTO A CREATIVE PLAYGROUND POWERED BY STUDENT STORIES, BOLD

IDEAS, AND COLLABORATIVE ENERGY. THE EXHIBIT ALSO CELEBRATED ARTS MONTH.

PRAYER AND TRADITION: THE MARYKNOLL COLLEGE HIGH SCHOOL CLASS OF 1968 GATHERS
IN PRAYER FOR THEIR ANNUAL WAY OF THE CROSS, A MEANINGFUL TRADITION ROOTED IN
THEIR CORAL JUBILEE GIFT OF THE STATIONS OF THE CROSS. THE STATIONS OF THE CROSS
REMAIN PART OF THE MIRIAM COLLEGE CAMPUS SPIRITUAL LANDSCAPE, ALIGNING WITH

THE SCHOOL’S CATHOLIC IDENTITY AND TRADITIONS.



IN A SPIRIT OF GRATITUDE AND FELLOWSHIP: AEO IS
HONORED TO TAKE PART IN THE THANKSGIVING LUNCH

HOSTED BY THE MARYKNOLL SISTERS.

A CELEBRATION OF FAITH, FELLOWSHIP, AND KAPAMPANGAN FLAVORS: AFTER THE TURNOVER
RITES OF OUR LADY OF MARYKNOLL, A BEAUTIFUL GIFT DONATED BY THE MARYKNOLL COLLEGE
CLASS OF 1976 ON FEBRUARY 21, 2026, THE CELEBRATION CONTINUED AT PERFECT LOAF IN

ANGELES, PAMPANGA. HOSTED BY OWNER AND ALUMNA MARSHA SANTOS-NEPOMUCENO, THE
CLASS GATHERED TO ENJOY WARM FELLOWSHIP AND AUTHENTIC KAPAMPANGAN DISHES.

PRESERVING HERITAGE: FILIPINIANA IS FOREVER: MS. PATIS TESORO, WIDELY REGARDED AS THE “GRAND DAME OF
PHILIPPINE FASHION”, THROUGH DR. ELENA SAMONTE, BOTH MEMBERS OF THE MIRIAM COLLEGE HIGH SCHOOL CLASS

OF 1968, FORMALLY TURNED OVER HER COFFEE TABLE BOOK, FILIPINIANA IS FOREVER, WHERE IT NOW BECOMES
PART OF THE FAMILY OF AUTHORS SECTION. THE MARYKNOLL–MIRIAM COLLEGE FAMILY OF AUTHORS (MMCFA) IS A

SPECIAL COLLECTION HOUSED AT THE HIGHER EDUCATION UNIT (HEU) LIBRARY MEDIA CENTER OF MIRIAM COLLEGE. ITS
PRIMARY PURPOSE IS TO PRESERVE, SHOWCASE, AND CELEBRATE PUBLISHED WORKS AUTHORED BY MEMBERS OF THE

MIRIAM COLLEGE COMMUNITY, PARTICULARLY ALUMNI.

2026 Q1
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CENTENNIAL WITH A CAUSE: AS PART OF THE CENTENNIAL CELEBRATION OF
MIRIAM COLLEGE, MC100 MERCHANDISE IS CONTINUOUSLY BEING SHOWCASED,

OFFERING THE COMMUNITY A MEANINGFUL WAY TO TAKE PART IN THE
MILESTONE. EACH PURCHASE CARRIES A DEEPER IMPACT - HELPING FUND

STUDENT SCHOLARSHIPS AND SUPPORT FACULTY DEVELOPMENT.

High School Family Day

Grade School Play MC100 Golf Cup

Grade School Fair



ARDP’S TALES OF THE MANUVU: THE GROUNDBREAKING ROCK-OPERA BALLET BY NATIONAL ARTIST FOR DANCE ALICE
REYES—A MARYKNOLL COLLEGE ALUMNA—RETURNS IN A POWERFUL NEW RESTAGING. INSPIRED BY THE FOLK TALES

OF THE MANOBO TRIBE, AS COMPILED BY E. ARSENIO MANUEL, THIS LANDMARK WORK FIRST TRANSFORMED
PHILIPPINE DANCE THEATER IN 1977 AND CONTINUES TO RESONATE TODAY.

THE MIRIAM COLLEGE COMMUNITY, COMPRISING STUDENTS, FACULTY, AND EMPLOYEES, ATTENDED THIS SPECIAL
PRODUCTION, DEMONSTRATING SUPPORT FOR FILIPINO ARTISTRY AND CULTURAL HERITAGE.

2026 Q1
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OPENING NEW OPPORTUNITIES FOR STUDENTS: IN APPRECIATION OF
THEIR GENEROSITY, A TURNOVER CEREMONY WAS HELD TO

RECOGNIZE THE MMCAA AND MCHS 1996 FOR THEIR DONATION OF
ROBOTICS MATERIALS TO EXPLORE INNOVATION AND CREATIVITY.

A GIFT OF MUSIC FOR MIRIAM COLLEGE NUVALI: A FAMILY OF KNOLLERS, NAMELY
MS. ZENAIDA BALMACEDA-SURLA (COL ‘73), SELINA SURLA-ANGELES (HS ’96),

AND MARINA SURLA-MOJICA (HS ’98) DONATED ONE CASIO AND ONE KORG
DIGITAL PIANOS, ENRICHING THE BASIC EDUCATION UNIT WITH OPPORTUNITIES

FOR CREATIVITY, LEARNING, AND A DEEPER LOVE FOR THE ARTS.
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MerchandiseMerchandise

39



M A R C H  2 0 2 3

A l umn i
E ngagemen t

O f f i c e

GALINGMC

MC100
AQUAFLASK

J A N U A R Y  -  M A R C H  2 0 2 6

40

SOLD OUT



M A R C H  2 0 2 3

A l umn i
E ngagemen t

O f f i c e

GALINGMC

MC100  HEIRLOOM
COLLECTION

J A N U A R Y  -  M A R C H  2 0 2 6

41



M A R C H  2 0 2 3

A l umn i
E ngagemen t

O f f i c e

GALINGMC
MC100  NORITAKE
DINNERWARE  SET 

Own your MC100 Limited Edition Noritake Dinnerware Set
with our new three (3) easy monthly installment plan.

(Click here for more information)
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https://miriamcollegeorg-my.sharepoint.com/:b:/g/personal/labellaneda_mc_edu_ph/EebvWf7421dGuRmvV4qwuSQBTFPYPirjJ0kMGbN60y2hnA?e=p7Bfci
https://miriamcollegeorg-my.sharepoint.com/:b:/g/personal/labellaneda_mc_edu_ph/EebvWf7421dGuRmvV4qwuSQBTFPYPirjJ0kMGbN60y2hnA?e=p7Bfci
https://miriamcollegeorg-my.sharepoint.com/:b:/g/personal/labellaneda_mc_edu_ph/EebvWf7421dGuRmvV4qwuSQBTFPYPirjJ0kMGbN60y2hnA?e=p7Bfci
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https://tinyurl.com/MCDonorsMenu

https://tinyurl.com/MCDonorsMenu
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	INVESTITURE OF THE 10TH PRESIDENT OF MIRIAM COLLEGE
	The Miriam College community gathered in a historic celebration for the Investiture of Maria Regina Lucia Manzano-Lizares, Ph.D. In her inaugural address, she focused on bringing clarity, coherence, and constancy to Miriam College Loyola Heights, Miriam College Nuvali, and Miriam College Alviera, ensuring each campus grows with relevance and purpose.
	She emphasized that for the institution to remain sustainable, decisions must be grounded in rigor and evidence. Calling on the strength of the Miriam formation tradition, she invited the community to take an active role in forging our future.
	"I will need this community’s commitment, your shared effort to make this happen, because our success will be a shared success." — Maria Regina Lucia Manzano-Lizares, Ph.D.
	Her vision reminds us that while leadership provides the direction, it is our collective dedication that ensures our mission continues to flourish.
	JANUARY - MARCH 2026

	MC
	GALING
	JANUARY - MARCH 2026


	MC
	GALING
	WELCOME TO OUR DEAR MARYKNOLL SISTERS!
	With grateful hearts, we welcome you home as we celebrate 100 years of faith, service, and love that continue to shape lives, communities, and generations.
	JANUARY - MARCH 2026



	MC
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	LETTERS FROM THE SISTERS
	WATCH THE FILM:
	https://youtu.be/WmC8ZNkzFsM

	GALING

	MC
	JANUARY - MARCH 2026
	A LEGACY OF FAITH: THE TURNOVER OF OUR LADY OF MARYKNOLL
	The Miriam College Alviera community is filled with gratitude as we celebrated the Turnover Rites of the Our Lady of Maryknoll, a beautiful gift donated by Maryknoll College Batch 1976 on February 21, 2026.
	As the Miriam College Alviera community continue to grow in Porac, Pampanga, this sacred image stands as a bridge between our cherished traditions and our future. A constant reminder of her guiding divine light that never fades and an expression of love embodying the selfless and commitment to the mission.
	As the Miriam College Alviera community continue to grow in Porac, Pampanga, this sacred image stands as a bridge between our cherished traditions and our future. A constant reminder of her guiding divine light that never fades and an expression of love embodying the selfless and commitment to the mission.
	May the image of Our Lady of Mayknoll bring inspiration and grace to every corner of Miriam College Alviera. As the school grows, we carry with us the faith that has anchored our community for decades.
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	JANUARY - MARCH 2026
	May our hearts remain ever hopeful, our minds ever connected towards the greater good, and our faith ever unshakable.
	College Class of 1976 was the last batch to graduate under the Maryknoll Sisters. A truly remarkable batch of graduates each one carrying the Maryknoll Spirit deep within their hearts, letting it guide their daily lives lived with purpose. In their own little corners of the world, they plant seeds of hope and love, quietly yet steadfastly making our world brighter, gentler, and better for all.

	JANUARY - MARCH 2026
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	WOMEN’S MONTH
	For the third consecutive year, Miriam College transformed its campus into a hub of collective action and solidarity. On March 3, the community gathered at the Football Field to join the global #OneBillionRising campaign, standing together to end violence against women and girls (VAW/G).
	This year’s theme, “Balancing the Scales: Levelling the Field,” reminds us that true progress requires deep, systemic change and deliberate steps toward justice and inclusivity.
	Experience the spirit of equality across campuses, watch here!
	GALING
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	JANUARY - MARCH 2026
	GLOBAL CAREER EXPO 2026
	The opening program was hosted by Ms. Angie Alcazar, International Student Experience Coordinator of the GRPO (Global Relations and Partnerships Office). The keynote address was delivered by Hon. Myra Paz Valderrosa-Abubakar, Department of Tourism (DOT) Undersecretary. A proud alumna of Maryknoll Class of 1986 (BA Communication), she is a Maryknoll-Miriam Triple A awardee, and served as the 2025 commencement speaker.
	Hon. Abubakar focused her address on the future of work and the evolving tourism landscape, sharing insights that resonated deeply with the student body. She noted that while work was once defined by a rigid 9-to-5 schedule, today’s generation is entering a fast-paced world of remote work, startups, side hustles, and innovative paths that are redefining traditional career concepts.
	Reflecting on her time at Maryknoll, she emphasized that the greatest advantage that Miriam education provides is adaptability. She also shared her humble beginnings prior to entering public service, offering a grounded perspective on professional growth.
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	“The future you are imagining is not as straightforward as you think. It is elusive, intangible, and fleeting,” she told the students. “...The future is fluid, but it is also moldable,” she underscored that fluidity also meant movement, which makes room for growth.
	The undersecretary reassured students that a first job does not define a person’s entire career; what matters most is constant forward momentum. She further remarked on the evolution of tourism, which now encompasses economics, sustainability, cultural preservation, and peace-building, among others. Because industries are now interdisciplinary, the modern workforce has expanded into spaces that didn't exist twenty years ago, she added.
	“All you need to do is be adaptable, and this is where MC has equipped you well,” Hon. Abubakar encouraged the students to thrive by focusing on lifelong skills, noting that a career is rarely a straight ladder, but rather a journey full of surprises. Finally, she reminded the audience that success is hollow without a sense of purpose.
	“The future of work is you. You are the future of work.”
	Organized by the Office for Student Affairs and Global Relations and Partnerships Office, the 2-day expo is set to host pocket sessions.
	Alumni Engagement Office
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	MC STUDENTS MEET ACCLAIMED WRITER AND ALUMNA CECILIA MANGUERRA BRAINARD
	On February 19, 2026, students from the Higher Education Unit (HEU) attended "On Writing, Diaspora, and Translation," a conversation featuring award-winning author and Maryknoll College alumna (Class of 1968) Cecilia Manguerra Brainard.
	Hosted by Ateneo de Manila's Literary and Cultural Studies Program, the conversation with Ms. Brainard formed part of the launch of a revised and critical edition of “A Small Party in a Garden” by Linda Ty-Casper.
	Eager to meet the literary icon, representatives from Chi Rho, the official student publication of Miriam College, joined the event in person. Fourth-year students from the Department of Communication also participated via Zoom as a learning engagement for their Cross-Cultural Literature class.
	During the talk, Ms. Brainard recounted the experiences that shaped her journey as a writer and publisher. She spoke of being influenced by the diverse stories from childhood, not only because she was an avid reader from the start, but also as someone who grew up being exposed to folklore in Cebu.
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	As the conversation shifted to Ms. Brainard’s remarkable political awareness as a Filipino-American writer, she looked back on her involvement in local affairs, specifically when she joined a protest in front of the Malacañang Palace as a Maryknoll student. The country’s historical and political scene indeed shaped her writing, as evident in her acclaimed novel “When the Rainbow Goddess Wept” set in the Philippines during World War II.
	Chi Rho writers maximized the opportunity and engaged with Ms. Brainard during the open forum, continuing the conversation on diaspora and Philippine-American literature.
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	INSTITUTIONAL WAY OF THE CROSS
	The Miriam College community gathered last March 30, 2026, in solemn reflection for the Institutional Way of the Cross, sponsored by the Higher Education Unit (HEU), under the overarching theme “STABAT: Standing for Justice and Peace in a World Full of Crises.”
	In Miriam spirituality, Stabat is one of the Four Ways of Miriam, signifying a steadfast “YES”—a yes to being present with those who suffer, and a yes to becoming like Mary, the Mother who remains with Christ’s friends in their moments of pain and need. Thoughtfully directed by Ms. Lynda Garcia and Mr. Jethro Joaquin, with creative direction led by Sir Jaerold Marc Ramos, the presentation was brought to life through the collaboration of design students and members of TKM (Teatro ng Kolehiyo ng Miriam). The activity featured powerful dramatizations, songs, and the communal praying of the Rosary, creating a deeply engaging and prayerful experience. Through these elements, participants were invited to journey with Christ in His passion and suffering, reflecting on the realities of sacrifice, injustice, and hope that continue to resonate in today’s world.
	This was followed by a reflection session presided over by Fr. Karel S. San Juan, SJ, President of Ateneo de Davao University and CEAP, centered on the theme “Called and Formed to Be Prophetic.”

	From MC Maryknoll-Miriam, Identity, Spirituality, and Mission: https://tinyurl.com/InstitutionalWayoftheCross
	Alumni Engagement Office
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	MC CORE GENERAL ASSEMBLY
	Celebrating 100 Years of MC 💙💛
	The MC Alumni Engagement Office (AEO), in coordination with the Maryknoll/Miriam College Alumni Association (MMCAA), brought together the MC Council of Class Representatives (MC CORE) from more than 32 classes for a vibrant General Assembly. Participants engaged in meaningful discussions on MC’s Centennial (MC 100) plans, ongoing initiatives, and upcoming activities, sharing ideas and insights that will help shape the year ahead.
	We sincerely thank the class representatives for their enthusiasm, active participation, and valuable contributions. Your collaboration strengthens the MC community as we celebrate this historic milestone.
	JANUARY - MARCH 2026
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	ALUMNI
	in the Spotlight
	KATHERINE CHLOE S. DE CASTRO

	JANUARY - MARCH 2026
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	Her advocacy for transparency found a steady home in the field of development communication. In 2024, Kat assumed the role of Director-General of the PIA. Today, she continues to play a crucial role in bringing news and information closer to the Filipino people: “We make sure that even the farmer, the simplest folk, the simplest Filipino, even those living in far-flung barrios, understand what the government is doing for them in times of crisis.”
	For this reason, Kat believes that her servant-leadership role at PIA—and being the first woman to hold this position—is her most fulfilling accomplishment. More than titles or milestones, however, she takes greatest pride in being able to pursue what she is most passionate about.
	Learning—especially a Miriam education—never stops for Kat, as reflected in her continuing commitment to excellence in public service.
	She has been enrolled in the Master of Integrated Marketing Communications program at Miriam since the previous year.
	Kat hopes that more graduates from Miriam College will consider careers in public service. Her advice for Knollers who wish to lead as public servants is to stay true to the community’s core values: “Please make sure na hindi ka magpapakain sa sistema (that you will not be consumed by the system),” she emphasizes. “Whatever Miriam College instilled in you when you were still a student, make sure you carry it with you when you enter government service. And [...] if you are able to uphold integrity, truth, and justice, then [...] you can bring about meaningful change in government.”
	For Kat, a Miriam graduate is resilient: “You can throw us in whatever industry, we will survive and come out on top.”
	JANUARY - MARCH 2026
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	https://alumni.mc.edu.ph/user/signup.dz
	JANUARY - MARCH 2026
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	https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=61560623744806
	JANUARY - MARCH 2026
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	MMCAA
	Corner
	Get to know your 2026 MMCAA Board of Directors!
	Meet the women leading, serving, and strengthening our MC alumni community. United by purpose, inspired by service, and guided by the Maryknoll/Miriam College legacy. 💙💛
	JANUARY - MARCH 2026
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	CENTENNIAL NIGHT
	BLOCK SELLING FOR TABLES IS NOW OPEN.
	THE LEGACY WE CARRY: 100 YEARS FROM MARYKNOLL TO MIRIAM

	JANUARY - MARCH 2026
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	JUBILARIAN MEETINGS
	Held last Feb 28, 2026 at the HSSIC. The ff batches were represented:
	Coll 1971, 1976, 1986, 1991, 1996, 2006
	HS 1966, 1971, 1976, 1981, 1986, 1991, 1996, 2001, 2006
	Pres. Gina Lizares gave a short welcome to the jubilarians along with MMCAA President, Marge Tirona-Ducusin.
	Held online via zoom last March 28,2026. The ff batches were represented:
	Coll 1971, 1976, 1986, 1991, 1996, 2006
	HS 1966, 1971, 1976, 1981, 1986, 1991, 1996, 2001, 2006 and GS 2001
	Pres. Gina Lizares attended the meeting and shared the activities lined up in celebration of MC’s Centennial. Triple A Awards, MC100 Teacher Awards were discussed in full by the MMCAA and AEO, respectively. The Donors Menu was also presented to jubilarians during the meeting.
	The next Jubilarians meeting will be on Saturday, April 25.
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	PLANTING TOMORROW: THE MC GREEN LEGACY
	As part of Miriam College’s centennial celebration, we invite all alumni to be part of a meaningful legacy – a reforestation program that symbolizes MC’s commitment to truth, peace, justice and integrity. Sponsor a hectare (or 2!) today!
	JANUARY - MARCH 2026
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	MMCAA ALUMNI PRIVILEGE CARD
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	Alumni Engagement Office
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	CAMPUS TOURS
	MCHS 2002
	Alumni Engagement Office
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	Snapshots
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	2026 Q1

	Snapshots
	IN A SPIRIT OF GRATITUDE AND FELLOWSHIP: AEO IS HONORED TO TAKE PART IN THE THANKSGIVING LUNCH HOSTED BY THE MARYKNOLL SISTERS.
	Alumni Engagement Office
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	MC100
	Merchandise
	FOR INQUIRIES CONTACT VALENTINE SALUDAR  AT VSALUDAR@MC.EDU.PH OR 89306272 LOC 1189
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	MC100  AQUAFLASK
	SOLD OUT
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	MC100  HEIRLOOM COLLECTION
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	MC100  NORITAKE DINNERWARE  SET
	Own your MC100 Limited Edition Noritake Dinnerware Set with our new three (3) easy monthly installment plan. (Click here for more information)
	MARCH 2023
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	https://tinyurl.com/MCDonorsMenu




